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After yesterday’s ferocious brilliance, a kind of calm seemed to descend on Maroochydore 

today. The southerly that passed through Sydney a day ago tried and failed to make it here. 

It shivered the waters briefly around 11am, then was gone. High cloud thickened slightly and 

darkened, and the horizon hardened into a deep grey line. 

 

I am fascinated by coastal landscapes, the interleaving of water and shifting land. The flat 

horizons of this sandy riverine coast feel mysterious to me, low-lying and only half-visible to 

the eye. The only visible features are Mudjimba Island to our north, and what we call the 

Glasshouse Mountains just inland - hardly mountains, but in this landscape, they leap out at 

you like the Pyramids of Giza. Indigenous people, who lived in this landscape for many 

thousands of years before our forebears came here, saw those sharp low hills as places of 

deep significance. The land within shadow of the hills became initiation grounds, where boys 

and girls were taken to undergo their passage toward adulthood. 

 

Does this ring a bell about what we’re doing here on the river sands of Maroochydore? 

Perhaps. 

 

Anyway. 

 

I am at least as fascinated by the double ski as I am by coastal geomorphology. Not that I 

want to do the double ski, you understand. I feel there are things you should not attempt 

after the age of 60, and mastering the double ski is one of those. But today, it was the locus 

of one of this carnival’s great, indeed unique, events. 

 

The Mixed Double Ski may actually be the future of surf racing. It’s the only event that brings 

men and women together on a truly equal footing. In the modern sporting world, this seems 

a no brainer. Like: imagine, rather than a six-man taplin, a six-PERSON taplin: one of each 

gender in each of the three classic disciplines, exposing the real depth of every club across 

all the lines we’ve decided to set up? It’d be nuts. We’re not there yet at Aussies, but one day 

we might be, and if we are, we’ll lead every other sport in the world. 

 

For sure nobody in this race was thinking about that. They were just doing it. 

 

We had three in it: Max and Lizzie, Jayke and Sascha, and Trimmy and Jemma. The calm 

hung over the waters, as everyone involved slowly shifted their craft into position. The 

double ski itself weighs around 38 kilos, and according to 

the crew who compete on them, they test every aspect of 

your ski-god fitness. You’ve got to get them up to speed, 

at which point they’re moving quicker than any other surf-

craft. Then you’ve gotta hold that craft speed, because to 

lose any of it means a huge renewed effort to regain it. 

Then you have to steer the thing into a good spot in the 

race, and safely around the cans, again without losing even 

B
E 

T
H

E 
B

ES
T

, E
N

JO
Y

 I
T

 T
H

E 
M

O
S

T
 

 
 

2021 Aussies 
Place: 2nd 
Points: 125 

 4 9 7 



 

BE THE BEST, ENJOY IT THE MOST 

22nd April, 2021  Edition Three 

a fraction more speed than is totally necessary. At one point during the prep, Jayke waved 

around a shifting wrench: “It’s always with me,” he chortled, and my determination to avoid 

this craft was redoubled.  

 

But there they were, in a line, and the horizon line beyond them. 

 

The starter had ignored the waters throughout the heats and semi finals, firing the gun at the 

most inappropriate moment, but at last, in the final, pulled the trigger just right. 

 

Trimmy and Jemma just went. A new ski and all their skills behind it. The big foe, Northcliffe’s 

Mackenzie Hynard and Danielle Mackenzie, on the inside, but kinda left in their wake. 

 

From the foredune, about the highest vantage point in sight of anything in this carnival, you 

could see the nose of their ski nudge ahead, then cut across the line and turn for the finish. 

They pulled away. With 150 metres left, they were a double ski length in front. And they 

paddled into a kind of mystery - dead water, low lying, flat and unmoving. 

 

Northcliffe, 10 metres to their left, chased a nearly invisible bump in the other direction, 

caught them, and with 15 metres to go, put the nose in front. 

 

Man! We’ve won a lot of great silver medals here. 

 

We do our best, and the landscape just lies there, watching. Tomorrow and Saturday will be 

the real initiation.  

 

The Rower’s Day 
Report by Michael King 

 

We didn’t think it could get any flatter than yesterday 

in the boat area, but of course, it did. 

 

Nowhere to hide in these conditions and it all starts to 

bite halfway home from the cans.  

 

A solid start to the day for the u23 girls in the Lifesaver 

relay. Backing up after yesterday’s strong 

performances, they finished a few seconds behind 

Currumbin and importantly ahead of Northcliffe, to give the water team a good start to their 

legs. The final tomorrow. 

 

The open men, Hellfish showed they were on the pace with a couple of great races. More to 

come from them tomorrow.   

The u19 boys are going to need a bit more boatspeed tomorrow to progress. 

 

Eliminations for all crews tomorrow and finals on Saturday. 
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25 Years of Service 

Report by Glen Borg 

 

Today our very own Gary Cook was part of a group of 

Officials to be recognised for their years as an Official at all 

levels, including Aussies. His award is for 20+ years, but he 

has 25 years as they only recently went down to 20+ a year 

ago (previously started at 30+ years). Without the dedication 

of Officials like Gary, who run Branch, State and Aussie's 

carnivals, we would not have the opportunity to compete. 

 

Gary has a great passion for March Past; he spent 15 years as 

a coach and has run the event as the March Past Coordinator 

at Aussies from 2003 to 2017. Gary is well known for his 

expertise in this area and co-authored the 5 versions of the 

manual used across Australia. 

 

Gary has also spent many years as a beach official, with many as a liaison, a role he loves. 

Gary sees himself as the competitors' solicitor, guiding them through the process, making 

sure they interpret the rules correctly, often working through difficult situations, see the 

problem from the perspective of others, and getting them to see what's a fair outcome for 

all. 

 

He's seen the high and lows of surf; he was there when we lost competitors in large surf and 

shared the sadness. He's witnessed several highs noting Blakes' 3rd Open's Flags Gold Medal 

and Ted's too many to count. 

 

While the competition is the main reason for holding the event, Gary loves the camaraderie 

like the competitors. Aussies competition brings people from around the country, many have 

been at it for as long as Gary, and many he only gets to see once a year. 

 

Gary will be the 2nd longest-serving Newport SLSC Club Official at this level, the longest 

being the late Bert King, who did 30+ years during his life. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget our team dinner: 

24th April 2019 @ 7pm 

Fratelli Fresh 

Sunshine Plaza 

154-164 Horton Parade 

Maroochydore 
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Open medal WINNERS & point scorers to date 
Open Champion Lifesaver Jemma Smith 

U17 Ski Relay Bailey Clues/Jake Morris/Mitch Morris 

Open RescueTubeRescue Olivia Lovell/Jemma Smith/Sascha Taurins/Lizzie Welborn 

Open Board Relay Jackson Borg/Charlie Brooks/Zach Morris 

 

 

U17 Patrol Competition Emma Carrol/Travis Cox/Sam Capell/Kai Raffles 

Open Surf Team Emily Doyle/Jemma Smith/Maddie Spencer/Lizzie Welborn 

Open Ski Relay Jemma Smith/Sascha Taurins/Lizzie Welborn 

U19 Surf Team Logan Kaye/Lee Melbourn/Mitch Morris/Zach Morris 

Open RescueTubeRescue Emily Doyle/ Deandra Godoy/Jami Prowse/Maddie Spencer 

Open Beach Sprint Kristie Edwards 

U19 RescueTubeRescue Logan Kaye/Lee Melbourn/Zach Morris/Oscar Smith 

Open Mixed Double Ski Jemma Smith/Mitch Trim 

U17 Board Rescue Jake Morris/Mitch Morris 

 

U17 2KM Ocean Swim Kimberley Doyle 

Open 2KM Ocean Swim Emily Doyle 

U19 Champion Lifesaver James Simmonds 

Open Ski Relay Max Brooks/Jayke Rees/Mitch Trim 

Open Board Relay Jemma Smith/Maddie Spencer/Lizzie Welborn 

U17 Surf Team Bailey Clues/Lee Melbourn/Jake Morris/Mitch Morris 

U19 Board Relay Jake Morris/Mitch Morris/Zach Morris 

 

 

TOP 6 FINISHERS 

4th 

Open Champion Lifesaver Phoebe Savage 

Open Ski Relay  Luke Jones/Luke Morrison/Greg Tobin 

Open Board Rescue  Jemma Smith/Lizzie Welborn 

 

5th 

U19 2KM Ocean Swim Logan Kaye 

Open 2KM Ocean Swim Jami Prowse 

Open Patrol Competition Phoebe Savage/Bec Capell/Brendan Capell/Guyren Smith/ 

Jeremy Paul/Chloe Van Dam 

2KM Beach Run Quentin Reeve  

U19 Board Relay Analise Kibble/Madi Louw/Sascha Taurins 

U17 Ski Relay Katelynn Doyle/Kimberley Doyle/Analise Kibble 

U17 Board Relay Bailey Clues/Jake Morris/Mitch Morris 
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6th 

U17 Champion Lifesaver Kai Raffles 

U19 Surf Team Katelynn Doyle/Kimberley Doyle/Jodi Louw/Madi Louw 

U17 Surf Team Katelynn Doyle/Kimberley Doyle/Analise Kibble/Jodi Louw 

U19 Mixed First Aid Lucinda Bentley/Emma Carrol 

Open RescueTubeRescue Matt Bell/Jackson Borg/Logan Kaye/Greg Tobin 

 


