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Congratulations to our latest group of Bronzies on their final assessment. Thank

you to Jess and her team for all their hard work getting our members ready.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we turn back the clocks and eat the
remainder of our easter eggs, we see the
end of the season approaching. Butwhat a
season we have had!

It has been another busy month with the surf
sport season coming to a close at the
Aussie Titles held on the Gold Coast from
21st to the 29th March.

With a smaller team thanin previous years,
we held our ground with some amazing
results and some nail-biting races to watch.
But what was most impressive was the
support each athlete showed towards one
another and how they were truly happy for
each other when results went in their favour.

As we all know surf sports can be very fickle,
and the results do not always show the true
intensity of the race. Please see the results
later in the newsletter.

While the summer racing comes to an end,
the IRB season kicks off with the first round
of racing on the 1st May. Round 3 will be
held at Queenscliff.

This will be a great chance to get a first had
view of this fast-paced sport and cheer on
our team.

We wish the IRB team the best of luck and
have fun!



FROM THE PRESIDENT (continued)

Building News

We are excited to report that we have been
successfulin obtaining a grant of $100,000 from
the state government to allow us to take the next
steps in progressing the plans for the building
renovation. The money, which is provided under
the state government’s Surf Club Facility
program will be used, in conjunction with
Northern Beaches council support, to progress
the plans through the Detail Design phase

and obtaining of a Construction Certificate.
Once the Construction Certificate is obtained,
the build can commence as soon as fundingis
available.

This is an important step towards the goal of
having a modern, efficient and reliable facility
for us to support the community from.

Along with member contributions we are
working closely with all levels of government to
secure funding to turn the plans into reality. The
club has started a fundraising drive for the build
program and would like to thank those that have
already contributed to this, itis now possible to
make tax deductible donations to the club that
can be specifically for the build program, this
can be done directly through the bar or by
contacting Renee in the office.

Until then, our Band Aid Brigade have been
working tirelessly on maintaining our building
with many working bees been orchestrated
around the club. The deck has been pressure
washed and cleaned, new lacquer to the tables,
a general clean out of the sheds, a tidy up of the
garden and mulching, along with a hall clean.

The Pool to Peak Committee has their next
meeting in May. Forms, registrations and
authorisations are in progress with the
relevant authorities to gain permission to
proceed with the event. The Cole Classic held
their event at the end of February with all
reports of it being very successful. South Curl
Curlis holding their swim on the 18th April.
Please see flyer later in the newsletter if you
wish to participate.

Awards of Excellence

We have listened to the feedback and this year
we are hosting the night at the club, hence
seats are limited - be quick to purchase your
spot! See following page for link to tickets.

Nominations are now open for our awards —we
would love to have your input. Thankyou to
those that have already reached out to me with
their thoughts. We are so lucky to have so
many amazing people in the club and our
award nightis to recognize you all. Click here
to nominate.

Members of the month

This month we would like to recognize 3
members who have taken steps to increased
their skills and qualifications. Emma and Alan
Carrol started the Drone course, while Carla
Pettit starting the trainer's course to become
an ARTC Trainer. These awards will benefit the
clubin the future. Thankyou foryourtime and
initiative.

Rebecca Capell

President


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=esPNN3K5fkacjzWKcgiBtWBmmfjISWlHkmJa_xgFTWBUNVdWWUNSWTM3Tkg2UFc4OUkyRDk1MUdUOSQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=esPNN3K5fkacjzWKcgiBtWBmmfjISWlHkmJa_xgFTWBUNVdWWUNSWTM3Tkg2UFc4OUkyRDk1MUdUOSQlQCN0PWcu

End of Season BBQ

We welcome patrolling members and their family to a BBQ to
celebrate the end of Patrol Season.

Tickets: $10 per person

Includes a pulled pork roll, dessert and
a drink from the Bar.

Please pre-purchase your tickets
to assist with catering.


https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1554777
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1570902?
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=esPNN3K5fkacjzWKcgiBtWBmmfjISWlHkmJa_xgFTWBUNVdWWUNSWTM3Tkg2UFc4OUkyRDk1MUdUOSQlQCN0PWcu

AUSSIES RESULTS

Congratulations to our competitors at the Aussies. Here's a summary of our place getters.

GOLD

Open Champion Lifesaver: Jemma Smith

Open Patrol Competition: Jemma Smith / Phoebe Savage /
Rebecca Capell / Guyren Smith / Sam Capell / Luke Thornton
Open First Aid: Phoebe Savage / Luke Thornton

Open Mixed Double Ski: Piper Harrison / Harrison Taurins
Open Board Relay: Analise Kibble/Jemma Smith/Lizzie Welborn
Open Ski Relay: Jemma Smith / Piper Harrison/ Olivia Clues
U17 Ski Relay: Bronte Kippax / Sophie Clues / Lisa Derz

U19 Ski Relay: Olivia Clues / Pipi Te Pania / Bronte Kippax
U19 Ironwoman: Pipi Te Pania

U17 Board Rescue: Ella Pegrum / Ashleigh Pegrum

Open Female Ski: Jemma Smith

40-49 Female Champion Lifesaver: Rebecca Capell

75 yrs & Over Male Beach Sprint: Ted Smithies

75 yrs & Over Male Beach Flags: Ted Smithies

SILVER

Open Champion Lifesaver: Phoebe Savage

Open Double Ski: Jemma Smith / Olivia Clues

Open Board Rescue: Sarah Locke / Lizzie Welborn Piper Harrison and Harrison Taurins
U17 Female Board: Ella Pegrum Gold in the Open Mixed Double Ski
U19 Surf Race: Pipi Te Pania

U17 Female Ski: Bronte Kippax

U19 Female Ski: Olivia Clues

Open Male Ski: Mitchell Trim

Open Female Taplin: Lizzie Welborn /Jemma Smith /Sarah Locke

Open Male Taplin : Charlie Verco / Anthony Doyle / Mitchell Trim /

Jayke Rees / Jackson Borg / Brayden Woodford

U19 Surf Boat: ‘Nightmare’ - Milla Bonasera / Ava Cran / Macy

Pickering / Elise Shanahan / Michael King

50-59 Male Champion Lifesaver: Guyren Smith

50-54 yrs Male 2km Ocean Swim: Ashley Brown

50-54 yrs Male Surf Race: Ashley Brown

50-54 yrs Ironman: Ashley Brown

30-34 yrs Male Single Ski: Matt Bell

BRONZE

U19 Surf Teams: Pipi Te Pania /Olivia Clues/ Sophie Clues/

Matilda Young

Open Double Ski: Mitchell Trim / Harrison Taurins

Open Ski Relay: Bailey Clues/ Jackson Borg / Ziko Vesely

U19 Double Ski: Olivia Clues/ Pipi Te Pania

U19 Surf Race: Olivia Clues Ashleigh and Ella Pegrum

Adaptive Wade Race: Ryan Murphy Gold in the U17 Board Rescue
Adaptive 90m Beach Sprint: Ryan Murphy




AUSSIES RESULTS

4th

Open Female Ski Relay:

Jasmine Locke / Analise Kibble / Lizzie
Welborn

U17 Female Ski Relay:

Amaya Cross / Ashleigh Pegrum / Ella
Pegrum

Open Male Ski Relay:

Mitchell Trim / Max Brooks / Jayke Rees
Open Mixed Taplin Relay:

Lizzie Welborn / Charlie Verco / Sarah Locke
/ Brayden Woodford / Jemma Smith / Jayke
Rees

U19 Female Taplin:

Olivia Clues / Bronte Kippax / Pipi Te Pania
Open Female Surf Race:

Sarah Locke

Rescue Tube Rescue:

Lachlan Warrener / Brayden Woodford / Ben
Blakeney/ Matt Bell

U17 Belt Race:

Lisa Derz / Zoe Warrener/ Ben Blakeney/
Luke Chaffer

U15 2KM Ocean Swim:

Emily Jones

65-69 yrs Male Board Race:

Nick Carroll

Gold for the Open Patrol Competition Team:
5th Luke Thornton, Sam Capell, Jemma Smith, Phoebe Savage,

Open Female Surf Teams: Bec Capell, Guyren Smith
Sarah Locke / Pipi Te Pania/ Lizzie Welborn

/ Analise Kibble

U17 Female Surf Teams:

Sophie Clues / Matilda Young/ Maya Cross/
Lisa Derz

Open Mixed Double Ski:

Jasmine Locke / Jayke Rees

Adaptive Board Race:

Ryan Murphy

65-69 yrs Ironman: Nick Carroll

6th

Open Champion Lifesaver:

Sam Capell

U19 Female Double Ski:

Bronte Kippax / Sophie Clues

U17 Female Surf Race:

Sophie Clues

30-34 yrs Male Board Race:

Matt Bell Gold in Open First Aid:
Phoebe Savage and Luke Thornton



AUSSIES SURF BOAT REPORT

We had a small but impressive team head up to
Aussies at Tugun. U23 Stingers, u19 Nightmare and
our 220 Masters, the White pointers.

The story of the weekend, was the u19s. Elise
Shanahan, Macy Pickering, Ava Cran and Milla
Bonasera had been improving every week, their first
season rowing and younger than most of their
competitors. They stepped up again at the best
possible time, getting through to Sunday, then
second in their semi to qualify for the final.

Holding their form and rowing their own race, they
were just touched outin the sprint to the line by
Avoca for a well earned silver medal.

The u23 Stingers; Ella Gale, Alani Barros, April
McCarney and Zoe Ellis were back to their best in the
early rounds, touching up some of their fancied
rivals. Being the Gold Coast, there was a bit of an
edge, a wide gutter and an outside bank that would
regularly pop up and break some hearts. Needless to
say, the Stingers managed to find notjust one wave,
but four on the nose in their first (and last)
elimination race. That pretty well summed up their
season, hard work and hard luck.

The previous Thursday, masters at Bilinga was
‘old school’ Kurrawa. Gnarly shore break, long,
bouncy gutter, a thumping outside bank and a
strong nor’easter to top it off. They were meant
to be on Wednesday at Tugun, but told to be
ready to row on Tuesday, which of course meant
they ended up rowing after lunch on Thursday.

In their heat, the 220 ‘White Pointers’; Mark
Ballesty, Bill McLerie, Darren Gore, Todd Moore
and sweep Mick Evans flew off the beach and
ended up rowing the entire course, copping all
their waves on the way out and not one on the
way home.

Same alley for the final and the boys nailed the
start, setting up a nice lead, brought back to the
field by the outside bank and then cracked a
wave all the way to the beach for a silver medal.
Our first masters medal in over a decade.

Three crews, two medals; | call that a good
Aussies.

Michael King

Silver for the u19 Nightmare
Macy, Milla, MK, Ava, Elise



VALE: GLENN JAMES

Glenn was a Nth Narrabeen nipper and did his
BM therein 1974.

On April 9th, 1978 Glenn jumped into heavy
seas off Warriewood headland and rescued
three men. For this he was awarded the SLSA
Meritorious Award in Bronze, the Star of
Courage and the Royal Humane Medal for
Bravery.

In 2001 Glenn found his way to Newport
SLSC and very soon became an invaluable
part of our club and surfboat section.
Sweeping, coaching, towing boats, repairing
boats and trailers - he was happy to help out
in any way.

Glenn was also an accredited official and
very capable IRB driver, fulfilling that role
both on patrol and as water safety at
championships.

Glenn received the National Medal in 2010,
Newport SLSC Outstanding Service Member
award also in 2010 and his SLSA 50 year
Long Service medalin 2024.

A good man, Glenn passed away on
22.02.2026 after a short battle with cancer
aged 66. He will be missed.

Glenn’s ashes will be scattered from one
of our surfboats on Sunday May 3@
at3pm.












THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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